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The Jihad Is not Against Love Only!

‘Love Jihad’ is a name given to a kind of movement
whereby women from non-Muslim communities are
allegedly ‘lured’ into marrying the Muslim men as a
way of furthering conversion to Islam. The issue of ‘Love
Jihaad’ dates back to 2009 when in Kerala a case was
reported. Though the Kerala government denied any
organized occurrence of such acts, the Hindu and
Christian religious groups took it as a threat. Last year,
it was imported by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat on his
agenda. He publicly commented about ‘teaching Hindu
girls about Love Jihad so that they can be saved from
its trap’(6 Sept). Posters soon emerged in Uttar Pradesh
alerting “Hindu brothers against ‘Love Jihad”” and
anonymous pamphlets in Gujarat titled ‘Do you want to
be prostitutes?” warning girls about Muslim boys who
could “lure’ them into marrying them. Muslim boys were
denied entry to garba events in Gujarat on the diktat of
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) unless accompanied
with their family members. The VHP state general
secretary in Gujarat, Ranchhod Bharvad addressing a
press conference on 21 September said that *“if Muslims
boys wanted to join garba events, they must first convert
to Hinduism as entry to Muslims would be denied
strictly”. Akhil Bhartiya Vidya Parishad (ABVP)
launched an awareness campaign for girls in universities
in this regard. The case of Shalu from Meerut then made
headlines for weeks. And now the ‘Ghar Wapsi’ and
‘Bahu Lao Beti Bachao’ have found its way on the right
wing agenda.

At the outset Love Jihad simply poses women
without any agency of their own. Therefore, it is argued
that male members of family and the society should
control actions of ‘their women’ else they will “fall prey
to ‘love jihad’”.

Protecting Whom? From Whom?

The right to choose one’s own partner is a basic
right. The question then arises, why certain kind of
choices get labeled as ‘love jihad’? What necessitates
the protection of Hindu women and girls only? What

are the dangers associated with their freedom? Or, are
Muslim or Non-Hindu men being constructed as
‘nuisance’? Are all Hindu men and boys being urged to
act as ‘guardians’ of all Hindu girls? What about the
Gender based Violence taking place on day to day basis?
Whenever Hindu assertion gets an upsurge, to delineate
the distance with Muslims more sharply, the woman’s
body becomes the site of struggle. The 1920s in context
of Shuddhi (purification) movement initiated by Arya
Samaj and the alleged “abductions’ of Hindu women,
had also seen the appeal to Hindu men to be more
masculine given the immediate dangers that faced the
nation. Therefore, the call for protection of Hindu women
and girls intends to regiment and assume control of
women in a society that is rapidly changing and breaking
traditional barriers.

What is really being protected?

The courage to love who you want is liberating and
directly breaks barriers in a traditional casteist society.
By choosing to marry a boy from a different community
a Hindu girl, or a girl from any religious community for
that matter, challenges endogamy. By marrying into
another community, she will adversely affect the system
of reproduction of the blood line of her ancestors. She
will also affect the system of production of material
resources; household work, employment, property and
other economic resources which will be at stake of falling
into the hands of the other community. It, therefore,
becomes utmost importance for men and others members
of society to control women’s labour and sexuality
through taking away her choice of partner. So, what is
under threat is not the life of women as argued by claims
of ‘Love Jihad’, but it is really the loss of what the
community considers as its property - its womenfolk.

What is the Purpose?

The jihad thus is to consolidate the opprlessive,
shaky foundations of a religious social order that is based
on both caste and patriarchy. Both go against the interest
of women as well as those at the bottom of caste




hierarchy and minority religious communities. The ‘Love
Jihad’, for the young, destroys the process of self-
realization and assertion of one’s individuality. It is
not simple moral policing we are up against. The
‘Love Jihad’ more than the violation of right to choose
your partner is concerned with purity, pollution, self-
propagation and the danger of the pursuit of a Hindu
nation. This form of control comes close to the
prohibition of inter-caste marriages, regulated by the
Khap Panchayats in North India. Yet it is different.
In the case of inter-caste marriages, the notion of 1zzat
or honour is invoked to prevent transgression of caste
rules. In this case, sanctions are being imposed in the
name of ‘Love Jihad’. While at the foundation of both
lies the control of women and their sexuality, the
difference in case Love Jihad is that its campaigners
are more concerned about the dangers posed to the
maintenance of the Hindu majoritarian society.

What does the Law Provide?

Even the law that governs such marriages, i.e., The
Special Marriage Act, 1954 states that any objections
to such inter-community marriages can be raised under
procedure solely on the grounds of either bigamy,
insanity or age (being minor) of either party. Instead of
taking clue from the laws, the State functionaries have
only acted in compliance with right wing forces. In
Narmada district of Gujarat, for example, the
administration had accepted the VHP demand for
installing CCTV cameras at garba grounds, and
intensifying surveillance on hotels and guest houses in
the district. In the name of preventing ‘nuisance’ or
‘maintaining law and order’, they are encouraging these
forces in controlling women.

‘Bahu Lao Beti
Masculinity
Muslim men are projected as potential abductors.
The notion of pure Hindu blood being polluted by
Muslim blood is being used to whip up hysteria among
Hindu men and women. Thus brothers, fathers, uncles,

Bachao’: The Issue of

grandfathers and also mothers of Hindu girls are made
insecure as it is alleged that their safety is at stake but
in reality itis the ‘purity’ of their girls which is at stake.
The so called abduction of the Hindu women is seen as
a threat to Hindu masculinity. It exhorts Hindu men by
saying that by not reacting, one is colluding with this
sinister design of the Muslims. And to be able to stand
up for the purity of the Hindu nation, the Hindu men
are asked-‘where is the “man” in you?’

Communal Polarization for Electoral Gain

The difference this time is that those who hold the
reigns of governance are directly threatening that by
not responding to the ‘Love Jihad’, one is going against
them. In a democracy, there should be place to propagate
one’s views for any ideological persuasion. But when
electoral political power and privileges are used to rouse
people against a minority religious community in a
manner that is inimical to the interests of women and
youth, the desperation of the Hindutva project stands
exposed. The
Bachao Mahapanchayat’ held in Muzaffarnagar days
before the riots of 2013 invoked similar notions of
honour in order to organize people of one community
against another. The provoking of communal tensions
and violence in Trilokpuri, Bavana and other parts of
Delhi in recent months and the movement for mass
‘re-conversions’ to Hinduism are yet another ploys of
the limited repertoire of the right wing to further its
electoral interests. The calculation of votes has gone

‘Bahu-Beti Samman-

on to the burning of churches in Delhi. It is not the
first time that communal acts based on virulent hatred
of a minority religious community is being used for
elections. What is dangerous is that there is
manufacturing of clash of masculinity by rousing the
passions of men to suit the interests of the state. Both
ideology and state power have combined in a manner
that makes us aware of not only the threats posed to
marginalized sections but also the imminent loss of
hard won gains after years of struggles.
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