
;g ftgkn fliQZ eksgCcr ds f[kykiQ ugha gS!

;g nkok fd;k tkrk gS fd ^yo ftgkn* ,d ,slh
lqfu;ksftr lkft+'k gS] ftlesa eqfLye iq#"kksa }kjk xSj&eqfLye
efgykvksa dks dfFkr rkSj ij 'kknh dk ̂ >k¡lk* nsdj bLyke
eas /ek±rj.k dks c<+kok fn;k tkrk gSA ̂ yo ftgkn* dk eqík
lcls igys 2009 esa dsjy esa lkeus vk;k FkkA ysfdu
dsjy ljdkj us bl rjg ds fdlh lqfu;ksftr xfrfof/ ds
vfLrRo dks udkjk Fkk] fiQj Hkh fganw vkSj bZlkbZ /kfeZd
lewgksa us bls ,d [krjs dh ?kaVh ekukA fiNys lky jk"Vªh;
Lo;alsod la?k (vkj,l,l) izeq[k eksgu Hkkxor us bls
vius ,stsaMk esa 'kkfey dj fy;kA mUgksaus lkoZtfud :Ik ls
;g fVIi.kh dh fd ^^fganw yM+fd;ksa dks ^yo ftgkn* ds
ckjs esa f'kf{kr fd;k tkuk pkfg,] rkfd mUgsa bls tky esa
iQ¡lus ls cpk;k tk lds** (6 flrEcj 2014)A blds ckn]
tYn gh mÙkj izns'k esa ,sls iksLVj lkeus vkus yxs ftlesa fganw
HkkbZ;ksa dks ^yo ftgkn* ds f[kykiQ lpsr fd;k x;kA blh
rjg] xqtjkr esa vKkr yksxksa }kjk ^D;k vki os';k cukuk
pkgrh gaS\* 'kh"kZd okyk ijpk lkeus vk;kA blesa yM+fd;ksa
dks mu eqfLye yM+dksa ls lko/ku jgus dh fgnk;r nh xbZ
tks mUgsa 'kknh dk >k¡lk nsdj vius tky esa IkQ¡lk ldrs gSaA
fo'o fganw Ikfj"kn (fofgi) us xqtjkr eas ;g IkQjeku tkjh
fd;k fd tc rd eqfLye yM+dksa ds lkFk muds ifjokj ds
lnL; u gksa] rc rd os xjck esa Hkkx ugha ys ldrs gSaA
xqtjkr esa fofgi ds izkarh; egklfpo j.kNksM+ HkkjokM+ us 21
flrEcj dks ,d laoknnkrk lEesyu dks lEcksf/r djrs gq,
;g dgk fd ^;fn eqfLye yM+ds xjck dk;ZØeksa esa Hkkx
ysuk pkgrs gSa] rks mUgsa igys fganw /eZ viukuk gksxk D;ksafd
eqfLyeksa ds izos'k ij iw.kZ ikcanh gksxhA* bl lanHkZ esa yM+fd;ksa
dks lpsr djus ds fy, vf[ky Hkkjrh; fo|kFkhZ ifj"kn us
fo'ofo|ky;ksa esa tkx:drk vfHk;ku pyk;kA blds ckn
esjB dh ,d yM+dh 'kkyw dk ekeyk dbZ gÝrksa rd lqf[kZ;ksa
esa jgkA vkSj vc ^?kj okilh* vkSj ^cgw ykvks csVh cpkvks*
vfHk;ku nf{k.kiaFkh ,stsaMk dk izeq[k Hkkx cu x;k gSA

yo ftgkn dh iwjh vo/kj.kk esa ;g ckr cqfu;knh
:Ik ls 'kkfey gS fd efgykvksa esa vius ls lkspus&fopkjus
dh dksbZ {kerk gksrh gh ugha gSA blfy, ;g nyhy nh tk
jgh gS fd ifjokj vkSj lekt ds iq#"k lnL;ksa dks ̂ ^viuh
vkSjrksa dh xfrfof/;ksa dks fu;af=kr djuk pkfg,] vU;Fkk os
^yo ftgkn* dk f'kdkj gks tk,¡xhA**

fdldh fgiQkt+r\ fdlls fgiQkt+r\
viuk thou&lkFkh pquus dk vf/dkj ,d cqfu;knh

vf/dkj gSA ,sls esa] ;g loky iSnk gksrk gS fd vkf[kj

dqN [kkl rjg ds pqukoksa dks ^yo ftgkn* dk ntkZ D;ksa
fn;k tk jgk gS\ ,slh dkSu lh ckrsa gS tks dsoy fganw vkSjrksa
vkSj yM+fd;ksa dh lqj{kk dks gh vko';d cuk nsrh gSa\
muds vktk+nh ls tqM+s [krjs D;k gSa\ ;k fiQj D;k eqfLye
;k xSj&fganw iq#"kksa dks ̂ leL;k* ;k ̂ [krjs* ds :i eas izLrqr
fd;k tk jgk gS\ D;k fganw Ikq#"kksa vkSj yM+dksa ls ;g
vkg~oku fd;k tk jgk gS fd os lHkh fganw yM+fd;ksa ds
vfHkHkkod ds :i esa dke djsa\ bl lanHkZ esa jkst+ejkZ dh
ft+anxh esa ts.Mj(fyax) ds vk/kj ij gksus okyh fgalk dks
fdl Js.kh esa j[kk tk ldrk gS\ tc dHkh fganqRo dh
nkosnkjh dk mHkkj gksrk gS] rks eqfLyeksa ls nwjh dks T+;knk
Li"Vrk ls js[kkafdr djus ds fy, vkSjr dk 'kjhj ,d
la?k"kZ&LFky esa rCnhy gks tkrk gSA 1920 ds n'kd esa vk;Z
lekt }kjk vkjaHk fd, x, 'kqf¼ vkanksyu vkSj fganw
efgykvksa ds rFkkdfFkr ^vigj.k* ds dkj.k ;g vihy
lkeus vkbZ Fkh fd jk"Vª ds lkeus IkSnk gq, [krjs dks ns[krs
gq, fganw vknfe;ksa dks T;knk ikS:"koku gksuk pkfg,A blhfy,]
fganw efgykvksa vkSj yM+fd;ksa dh lqj{kk dk vkg~oku (rst+h
ls IkkjEifjd ca/uksa dks rksM+ jgs lekt esa) efgykvksa dks
vuq'kkflr ,oa fu;a=k.k esa j[kus dk Ikz;kl gSA

vkf[kj fdl pht+ dh fgiQkt+r dh tk jgh gS\
viuh Iklan ds balku dks I;kj djus dk lkgl eqfDrnk;h

gksrk gS vkSj ;g izR;{k :Ik ls ikjEifjd tkfroknh lekt
ds ca/uksa dks rksM+rk gSA ,d fganw yM+dh ;k fiQj fdlh Hkh
/kfeZd leqnk; dh yM+dh nwljs leqnk; ds yM+ds ls 'kknh
djus dk iQSlyk djds lkeqnkf;d ;k tkrh; (;k lxks=kh;)
fookg ds ca/u dks rksM+rh gSAs nwljs leqnk; esa fookg djds
og larfr&mRifÙk ds lanHkZ esa vius iwoZtksa ds [kwu ds laca/
dh fujarjrk dks Hkax djsxhA og HkkSfrd lalk/uksa ds
mRiknu dh O;oLFkk Hkh Hkax djsxh_ blls ;g [krjk iSnk
gks tk,xk fd ?kjsyw dke] jkst+xkj] laifÙk vkSj vU; vkfFkZd
lalk/u fdlh vU; leqnk; ds gkFk esa pys tk,¡xsA blhfy,
lekt ds vknfe;ksa vkSj vU; lnL;ksa ds fy, ;g vR;ar
vko';d gks tkrk gS fd os efgykvksa }kjk viuk thou&lkFkh
pquus dk vf/dkj Nhudj mlds Je vkSj lsDlqvfyVh dks
fu;af=kr djsaA blhfy, ̂ yo ftgkn* dk f'kxqiQk NksM+us okys
yksxksa dk ;g rdZ xyr gS fd efgykvksa dh ftanxh [krjs
esa gS] cfYd ;gk¡ [krjk ;g gS fd efgyk,¡] ftUgsa leqnk;
viuh lEifÙk ekurk jgk gS] viuh ethZ ls vius thou&lkFkh
dk pquko u djus yxsaA
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edln D;k gS\
yo ftgkn dh ckr djus okys vly esa tkfr vkSj

fiÙk̀lÙkk ij vk/kfjr /kfeZd lkekftd O;oLFkk ds neudkjh
vkSj det+ksj cqfu;kn dks etcwrh nsuk pkgrs gSaA ;s nksuksa gh
efgykvksa ds lkFk&gh&lkFk tkfr oxhZdj.k esa fupys Lrj
ds lewgksa vkSj vYila[;d /kfeZd leqnk;ksa ds fgrksa ds
f[kykiQ gSaA ^yo ftgkn* ,d ;qok ds vkRe&Kku dh
izfØ;k vkSj Ok;SfDrdrk dh nkosnkjh dks u"V djrk gSA ge
fliQZ lk/kj.k uSfrd fuxjkuh ds f[kykiQ gh ugha gSaA ̂ yo
ftgkn* viuk thou&lkFkh pquus ds vf/dkj ds mYya?ku
ds lkFk&gh&lkFk 'kq¼rk] nw"k.k] Lo&izpkj vkSj fganw jk"Vª
dh LFkkiuk ds y{; ds [krjs esa iM+us ls Hkh lacaf/r gSA
bl rjg dk fu;a=k.k dkiQh gn rd mÙkj Hkkjr esa [kki
Iakpk;rksa }kjk varjtkZrh; fookgksa dss fu;eu dh rjg gh gSA
fiQj Hkh ;g blls vyx gSA varjtkZrh; fookgksa ds ekeys
esa tkfr ds fu;eksa ds mYya?ku dks jksdus ds fy, bTt+r dh
vo/kj.kk dk lgkjk fy;k tkrk gSA ogha bl ekeys esa ̂ yo
ftgkn* ds uke Ikj ikcanh yxkbZ tkrh gSA gkykafd bu nksuksa
dh cqfu;kn esa efgyk vkSj mudh lsDlqvfyVh dk fu;a=k.k
fufgr gSA ij ^yo ftgkn* ds ekeys esa iQdZ ;g gS fd
blds vfHk;kudÙkkZvksa ds eu esa fganw cgqeroknh lekt dks
dk;e j[kus dk m|s'; gSA
dkuwu ds izko/ku D;k gSa\

bl rjg ds fookgksa dk fu;eu djus okys dkuwu vFkkZr~
n Lis'ky eSfjt ,sDV] 1954 esa ;g izko/ku fd;k x;k gS fd
bl rjg ds varj&lkeqnkf;d fookgksa ij nksuksa esa ls fdlh Hkh
i{k }kjk f}fookg] ikxyiu] ;k mEkz (vo;Ld gksus) ds
vk/kj ij vkifÙk ntZ dh tk ldrh gSA dkuwu ds Ikzko/ku
dk lgkjk ysus ds ctk; jkT; ds vf/dkfj;ksa us nf{k.kiaFkh
rkdrksa dk vuqdj.k djrs gq, dkjZokbZ dh gSA elyu]
xqtjkr ds ueZnk ftys esa iz'kklu us fofgi dh bl ek¡x dks
Lohdkj dj fy;k fd xjck ds eSnkuksa esa lhlhVhoh dSejk
yxk;k tk, vkSj ftys ds gksVyksa vksj xsLV gkmlksa esa fuxjkuh
c<+kbZ tk,A ^'kjkjrh rÙoksa dks jksdus* vkSj ^dkuwu O;oLFkk
dk;e j[kus* ds uke Ikj iz'kklu efgykvksa ij fu;a=k.k
dk;e j[kus okys bu rkdrksa dks IkzksRlkgu ns jgk gSA
^cgw ykvks csVh cpkvks* % ikS#"krk dk eqík

EkqfLye iq#"kksa dks laHkkfor vigj.kdÙkkZvksa ds :i es
izLrqr fd;k tk jgk gSA fganw iq:"kksa vkSj efgykvksa dks
vkØksf"kr djus ds fy, eqfLye jDr }kjk 'kq¼ fganw jDr ds

nwf"kr gksus dh vo/kj.kk dk bLrseky fd;k tk jgk gSA bl
rjg] fganw yM+fd;ksa ds HkkbZ] firk] pkpk&ekek] nknk vkSj
ekrk dks ;g dg dj vlqj{kk cks/ ls Hkjk tk jgk gS fd
mudh yM+fd;ksa dh 'kq¼rk [krjs esa gSA fganw vkSjrksa ds
rFkkdfFkr vigj.k dks fganw ikS:"krk ds fy, [krjk ekuk
tk jgk gSA fganw Ikq#"kksa dks ;g dgdj yydkjk tk jgk gS
fd os bl ij viuh izfrfØ;k u nsdj eqfLyeksa dh ?kkrd
;kstuk dk lkFk ns jgs gSaA fganw jk"Vª dh 'kq¼rk ds Ik{k esa
fganw iq#"kksa dks [kM+k djus ds fy, muls ;g IkwNk tk jgk
gS fd ^^rqEgkjs Hkhrj dk ^enZ* dgk¡ gS\**

pqukoh iQk;ns ds fy, lkEiznkf;d /zqohdj.k
bl ckj varj ;g gS fd lÙkk/kjh lewg ds yksx lh/s rkSj

Ikj ^yo ftgkn* dh vo/kj.kk dk Ikz;ksx djds /edh ns
jgs gSa fd vxj vki blds f[kykiQ ugha cksysaxsa rks vki
lÙkk/kfj;ksa ds f[kykiQ gSa A ,d yksdra=k esa gj fopkj/kjk
ds yksxksa dks vius fopkjksa ds izpkj&izlkj dk vf/dkj
gksuk pkfg,A ysfdu tc pqukoh jktuhfrd lÙkk vkSj
fo'ks"kkf/dkjksa ds fy, yksxksa dks ,d vYila[;d /kfeZd
leqnk; ds f[kykiQ bl rjg HkM+dk;k tkrk gS fd ;g
efgykvksa vkSj ;qokvksa ds fgrksa ds foijhr gks] rks blls
fganqRo izkstsDV ds Ikzpkjdksa dh grk'kk iwjh rjg ls Li"V gks
tkrh gSA 2013 ds naxksa ds dqN fnu igys eqtÝiQjuxj esa
^cgw csVh lEeku cpkvks lEesyu* gqvk Fkk] ftlesa ,d
leqnk; ds yksxksa dks nwljs leqnk; ds yksxksa ds fo:¼
xksycan djus ds fy, bTt+r dh blh rjg dh vo/kj.kkvksa
dk iz;ksx fd;k x;k FkkA gky ds eghuksa esa fnYyh ds
f=kyksdiqjh] cokuk vkSj vU; Hkkxksa esa lkEiznkf;d ruko ds
mHkkj vkSj cM+s iSekus ij fganw /eZ esa ̂ iqu/ZekZUrj.k* dks NksVs
Lrj ij nf{k.kiaFk ds pqukoh fgrksa dks c<+kok nsus ds iz;kl
ds rkSj ij ns[kk tk ldrk gSA fnYyh esa ppZ tykus dh
?kVukvksa ds ihNs Hkh oksVksa dh frdM+e gh gSA ;g igyh
ckj ugha gS fd vYila[;d /kfeZd leqnk; ds f[kykiQ
fo"kSys uiQjr dh lkEiznkf;d xfrfof/;ksa dk pqukoksa esa
mi;ksx fd;k tk jgk gSA [krjukd ckr ;g gS fd Ikq#"kksa esa
vkos"k Hkjdj ikS#"k ds la?k"kZ dks c<+kok fn;k tk jgk gS
rkfd jkT; ds fgr iwjs gks ik,¡A fopkj/kjk vkSj jkT; lÙkk
& nksuksa gh bl rjg ls tqM+ x, gSa fd ;s fliQZ gesa gkf'k,
ds rcdksa ds lkeus ekStwn [krjksa ds izfr gh ugha cfYd o"kks±
ds la?k"kZ ds ckn gkfly vf/dkjksa ds [kks tkus ds Mj ds
Ikzfr Hkhs lpsr ugha djrs gSaA

ihiYl ;wfu;u QkWj MseksØsfVd jkbV~l] fnYyh



The Jihad is not Against Love Only!
‘Love Jihad’ is a name given to a kind of movement

whereby women from non-Muslim communities are
allegedly ‘lured’ into marrying the Muslim men as a
way of furthering conversion to Islam. The issue of ‘Love
Jihaad’ dates back to 2009 when in Kerala a case was
reported. Though the Kerala government denied any
organized occurrence of such acts, the Hindu and
Christian religious groups took it as a threat. Last year,
it was imported by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat on his
agenda. He publicly commented about ‘teaching Hindu
girls about Love Jihad so that they can be saved from
its trap’(6 Sept). Posters soon emerged in Uttar Pradesh
alerting ‘Hindu brothers against ‘Love Jihad’’ and
anonymous pamphlets in Gujarat titled ‘Do you want to
be prostitutes?’ warning girls about Muslim boys who
could ‘lure’ them into marrying them. Muslim boys were
denied entry to garba events in Gujarat on the diktat of
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) unless accompanied
with their family members. The VHP state general
secretary in Gujarat, Ranchhod Bharvad addressing a
press conference on 21 September said that “if Muslims
boys wanted to join garba events, they must first convert
to Hinduism as entry to Muslims would be denied
strictly”. Akhil Bhartiya Vidya Parishad (ABVP)
launched an awareness campaign for girls in universities
in this regard. The case of Shalu from Meerut then made
headlines for weeks. And now the ‘Ghar Wapsi’ and
‘Bahu Lao Beti Bachao’ have found its way on the right
wing agenda.

At the outset Love Jihad simply poses women
without any agency of their own. Therefore, it is argued
that male members of family and the society should
control actions of ‘their women’ else they will “fall prey
to ‘love jihad’”.

Protecting Whom? From Whom?
The right to choose one’s own partner is a basic

right. The question then arises, why certain kind of
choices get labeled as ‘love jihad’? What necessitates
the protection of Hindu women and girls only? What

are the dangers associated with their freedom? Or, are
Muslim or Non-Hindu men being constructed as
‘nuisance’? Are all Hindu men and boys being urged to
act as ‘guardians’ of all Hindu girls? What about the
Gender based Violence taking place on day to day basis?
Whenever Hindu assertion gets an upsurge, to delineate
the distance with Muslims more sharply, the woman’s
body becomes the site of struggle. The 1920s in context
of Shuddhi (purification) movement initiated by Arya
Samaj and the alleged ‘abductions’ of Hindu women,
had also seen the appeal to Hindu men to be more
masculine given the immediate dangers that faced the
nation. Therefore, the call for protection of Hindu women
and girls intends to regiment and assume control of
women in a society that is rapidly changing and breaking
traditional barriers.

What is really being protected?
The courage to love who you want is liberating and

directly breaks barriers in a traditional casteist society.
By choosing to marry a boy from a different community
a Hindu girl, or a girl from any religious community for
that matter, challenges endogamy. By marrying into
another community, she will adversely affect the system
of reproduction of the blood line of her ancestors. She
will also affect the system of production of material
resources; household work, employment, property and
other economic resources which will be at stake of falling
into the hands of the other community. It, therefore,
becomes utmost importance for men and others members
of society to control women’s labour and sexuality
through taking away her choice of partner. So, what is
under threat is not the life of women as argued by claims
of ‘Love Jihad’, but it is really the loss of what the
community considers as its property - its womenfolk.

What is the Purpose?
The jihad thus is to consolidate the oppr1essive,

shaky foundations of a religious social order that is based
on both caste and patriarchy. Both go against the interest
of women as well as those at the bottom of caste
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hierarchy and minority religious communities. The ‘Love
Jihad’, for the young, destroys the process of self-
realization and assertion of one’s individuality. It is
not simple moral policing we are up against. The
‘Love Jihad’ more than the violation of  right to choose
your partner is concerned with purity, pollution, self-
propagation and the danger of the pursuit of a Hindu
nation. This form of control comes close to the
prohibition of inter-caste marriages, regulated by the
Khap Panchayats in North India. Yet it is different.
In the case of inter-caste marriages, the notion of Izzat
or honour is invoked to prevent transgression of caste
rules. In this case, sanctions are being imposed in the
name of ‘Love Jihad’. While at the foundation of both
lies the control of women and their sexuality, the
difference in case Love Jihad is that its campaigners
are more concerned about the dangers posed to the
maintenance of the Hindu majoritarian society.

What does the Law Provide?
Even the law that governs such marriages, i.e., The

Special Marriage Act, 1954 states that any objections
to such inter-community marriages can be raised under
procedure solely on the grounds of either bigamy,
insanity or age (being minor) of either party. Instead of
taking clue from the laws, the State functionaries have
only acted in compliance with right wing forces. In
Narmada district of Gujarat, for example, the
administration had accepted the VHP demand for
installing CCTV cameras at garba grounds, and
intensifying surveillance on hotels and guest houses in
the district. In the name of preventing ‘nuisance’ or
‘maintaining law and order’, they are encouraging these
forces in controlling women.

‘Bahu Lao Beti Bachao’: The Issue of
Masculinity

Muslim men are projected as potential abductors.
The notion of pure Hindu blood being polluted by
Muslim blood is being used to whip up hysteria among
Hindu men and women. Thus brothers, fathers, uncles,

grandfathers and also mothers of Hindu girls are made
insecure as it is alleged that their safety is at stake but
in reality it is the ‘purity’ of their girls which is at stake.
The so called abduction of the Hindu women is seen as
a threat to Hindu masculinity. It exhorts Hindu men by
saying that by not reacting, one is colluding with this
sinister design of the Muslims. And to be able to stand
up for the purity of the Hindu nation, the Hindu men
are asked-‘where is the “man” in you?’

Communal Polarization for Electoral Gain
The difference this time is that those who hold the

reigns of governance are directly threatening that by
not responding to the ‘Love Jihad’, one is going against
them. In a democracy, there should be place to propagate
one’s views for any ideological persuasion. But when
electoral political power and privileges are used to rouse
people against a minority religious community in a
manner that is inimical to the interests of women and
youth, the desperation of the Hindutva project stands
exposed. The ‘Bahu-Beti Samman-
Bachao Mahapanchayat’ held in Muzaffarnagar days
before the riots of 2013 invoked similar notions of
honour in order to organize people of one community
against another. The provoking of communal tensions
and violence in Trilokpuri, Bavana and other parts of
Delhi in recent months and the movement for mass
‘re-conversions’ to Hinduism are yet another ploys of
the limited repertoire of the right wing to further its
electoral interests. The calculation of votes has gone
on to the burning of churches in Delhi. It is not the
first time that communal acts based on virulent hatred
of a minority religious community is being used for
elections. What is dangerous is that there is
manufacturing of clash of masculinity by rousing the
passions of men to suit the interests of the state. Both
ideology and state power have combined in a manner
that makes us aware of not only the threats posed to
marginalized sections but also the imminent loss of
hard won gains after years of struggles.

People’s Union for Democratic Rights, Delhi


